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BAVARIAN GOVERNMEN'|

EDITOR ASKS ACKIRUIAN TO HELP}

Germany, 29 March, (CNS) ~ The two sci--
ence~fiction magazines published i n
Germany faced discontinuance uhder a
attack by the Bavarian Government, Ed=
itor Walter Exmsting, 1 n a letter to
Forrest J Ackerman, explained that the
Bavarian govermment h a d obJected to
some of the "atomic war' stories pub-
lished by t h ¢ two magazines and was
seeking to ban the mogazines, He furth~
er asked Ackerfon to write a strong ar-
ticle on behalf of seience~fiction, 80
that he could use 1 t 1in an appeal to
the Bonmn Govermment in a effort to save
the magazines,

The two soience~fiction maguzines
are UTQPIA, Jim Parkers Abenteuer Im
Weltraum, a magazine similar (in type
to Doc Savage and Cgptain Future, and
UTOPIA ~ Grossband, @ regular sciencem—
fiction magpzine, (For more details,
sec Aokerman's colum, "German NewsFax"
in this issue,)

In the letter to Ackerman, Walter
Emsting stated in part: "The Bavarian
Gouvernement started an attack against
UIOPIA, specially apgeinst Nre 7, 12 and
13 to begin with, Sure, these novels
arewhat we call "Pulps'y but they are
not as bad as some of the other stories
I kmow, They want them forbidden] The
novels are asserted to be !eruel, sin-
ister, too realistic with atomic weam

WORLD!S OLDEST

SCIENCE~FICTIONRN

pons, adventurious and full of terrible
acts, And they glorify the use of am
tomic war'y 4es I am alone in a diffie
oult fight ageinst these people, who do
not understand, why some of these SF~
novels are’ so realistic and sometimes
thorrible!, They do not sce, that only
the realistic deseription is able, to
prevent peoplé ever to use such weapons
in the future, The develomment of Sc~
ience Fiction series is in serious dane
gery, when I do not success, to convine
ce everybody of this facte 4And I am
sure, Forfry, that you are willing to
help mOe ese 2t can you do? Vell, you
are a well Xmown personality in Ameri-
ca, and I have done my best, to get you
well xnom in Germany too, Your word
is important and would be of great heln
€ive me an article}] Do write the fact,
that venom has to be cannslled only by
an other venom -~ that is the deep rea~-
gon of SF i n this special case, The
horrible future 1is only to prevent by
the reodlistic pieture of this horrible
futuree ses In three weeks I have to go
to Bonn '~ I want to bring your article
with moe, 7ith your words with me I am
not alone and I will be able, to stonll
arpinst the whole bunch o £ bigsteryd
Remanboressel t 1 8 your fight tool
UPOPIA are Englsih and Ameriéan novels)
And they, are Scionce Fiction}" i

If the magazines are oontimied,
it will begin to publish American nov~—

(contintued on page 5, column g}
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-of .placing sci~fi

WORLD NEWSFAX

THE SCIENCE FICTION NEISSCOFPE

by Forrest J Ackerman

Probkem: Take Bff work and try to Save
science~fictica in Germany in & day., An
500 came from iexico omce, 25 I recall~
~2n d Jimyy and I trield to save s~f
there, Ve stalled off its demise for a
year or two, and the thankts I got was
that two good Ifriends criticized me a=
bout it, some others took a dim view, &
others did the disservice of telling
peonle I made money out of the deal,
(hich I categorically denys)

" The problem in Germany is not fine
ancial, not lack of suphort, but out=-
rigliit78dttack on content, The editors

=

[

~have had thelir reasons for leading off

with same hack,and perhaps thelr choices
have been unfortunate in several=
cases, but just now as they're about to
maice their move to introduce van Vogt,
Asimov, Horton, Neville and all sorts
of good people, the whole project (as
you see) i s in peril of prohibition,

What would Sam iloskowitz have done,
I wonder,if the gauntlet had been toss~—
ed to him? hat 1 £ Rsy Bradbury had
been apnecaled t o t o save stf 1 n
Deutschland? Or Gernsback or Campbell
or Gold put on the spot? Who Knows, I

- Suspect Kuttnor or Sturgeon might have

been our shrewdest lawyer for the de~
fense, However, absolutely no prozes
offered from this weary individual for
hindsight, second-~guessing or a thou~
sand word essay o n "Hov I Could Hive
Done It (iluch) Better Than Ackerman', I
drew all the words out o f me, that I
had, that I hoped would helps if I wa$s

the wrong guy for the job, I regret it, ’

And~-before anybody starts any ugly ru-~
mors about me profiteerint in Germany,

I confess, It wasn't true about lexi~
80, but I admit, I have mde money out

: in Deutchland: $10,

or #15 to date, I should imagine,

There are two German UDQPIAs, both pub-
lished by Erich Pabel V.rlag, Rastaff,

Baden, T h e 1lesser Utopia is called
UTQPIA - Kleinband ("Small Volume") and
BLARS: TH SUNZITIE Jim Parkers Abenteu='
er im Woltraum (Jim Parker's Adventures

in the Universe)e ® h i s is a single

character magazine, a la Dog Davaspg or

Captain Future, authorship credited to

2

-— .

CEE——
, condiacted by Je Harry Vincent l

Readiny over the news and news~items of
the attamnted banning of scicnco-fic-
tion in Gsrmony strikls me as how close
to homo ssusorship is these days, Heve
in the Maited States, comic magnzinss
are under attack, The sclf~consorship
by the comié magazine industry is a sad
casc indecd, We have had tho opnortuni~
ty t o look over some of the scripts
censored by t h e code board and vhat
they take out would make a fairy tale
seem sinister and bolds They oven ob=-
ject to the vord "weird" being used as
magazine title, With their watered—~
down results, the comic field will soon
be no more, In f{fact the sales arse so
poor these days that with some coimpan—
ies only the use of reprints keep them
£oing, Biit this does not satisfy our
"plue~nosed" »oliticiansy in Hew York
State there is wild talk of new State
laws for "real censorship', With this
open door to the publishing world, if
not stopped by level=headed persons
soon, it will bey-but. a matter-of time,
beifore, like in Germany, scicnce ~ fic~
tion {(and all printed matter) will be
either banned or so ccnsored that it'll
be worthless,

T h o Free Prcss, be it comioes,
masezines, Or newspapers, musSt be pre=
served, or all we live for, in the freec
portion of the worldy, will dioc with it,
Censorship o £ the press. is the first
step towards distatorship, b e it the
rcd or black vaiiotve

(23

Alf Tjormscne Size 6" x 827, published
monthly, price 50 pfemnigs, 'and about
40 issues to dates Full c¢olor action
covers, about half a dozen small b~&-w
inteoriors,

The important one is UTOPLA~Gross~—
ban ("Big Volume"), subtitled “Science
Fiction in German', - and with the info
on the inside that these are "the best
scicnece fiction stories of the world',
So far, to date, for cconomie rcaspms-
and publishers! opinion of what sort of
stf is bost suited to cstablish a new
market in Germany, t h e stories have
been all British and selected Sfrom thé
lesscr ubiquitous soft cover jobs there

(continued on page 5, colum 2)
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flourishing sciense~fiction books and
magazines, The French have two science

horizons were & 1little broader than

ets to the moon and princesses
and invaders from the starse

MESSENGER OF LIGHT

by Forrest J Ackemman

THIS is the article that Forry wrote

to help Walter Evnsting, editor of

the German science~fiction magazines,

UTOPIA, save his magazines from being
banned,

WE sincercly hope that the battle

will be won} ~ods

M AL en American o £ German extrac—
tion, As long as 1 can remember=——
U and I =m now nearly 40--~I have ad=
mired the Germans, éspecially their
scientific advancements, I married a
German,who has read science~fiction all
Whose elder brother reads
science~fiction to this day, Whose 14
year old s o n has just had his first
science ~ fiction story »rofessionally
published, and sold a2 second,

THE Germans killed my own, and one-
ly, brotheér, in battle, Belgium, 1 Jon~
uary 1945, And still I wish them well,

I CAN .ish them no better than th-—
at their maturing youth should hawve the
benefit of reading science-iiction, As
I had the benefit, As the Italians and
the Sredes and t h e British and the
French and, most recently,the Japanese,
are having the benefit, w i t h their

fiction magpzines~—Fiction and Galaxie—
~and the Italian Urania apwvears three
times a month and has reached its 70th
issue, «

I STARTED reading science~fiction
in 1926, A s a boy of ninég I was at~
tracted for childdsh reasons, I revel-
ed in ddventure, actiongstrange places,
exciting sishts and sounds, And guns
and villains and heroes, But my mental

some other boyst, an d so instead of
"cops axd robbers" and "cowboys and In-~
dians" my joys were multiplied by amaz-
ing stordes of invisible men and rock—
of Ilars

Sometimes

SCIENCE BT

the world went boom & n d other times
marvelous inventions were made’ ‘that
were & great boon t 0 humenity,  But
whatever hapened, my interest in sci-
ence was quickencd by these stories, my
understanding of astronomy and chemis=
try and physics and biology and anthro-
pology and palenontology all &nhanceds
ARhd all this through the great gift to
the world of the origzinal magazine pub—
lisher of science ~ fictiony the fore-
sighted author and inventor,Hugo Gerns—
bacike _

WOULDW'T you know it? Gormsback
had his technical training in Germany} .

HANY honors have been bestowed up~
on Gernsbacky, who still lives, in his
life~time, and annwally he participates
as a judge in voting on the best scien=
ce~fiction book’ published in the world
during the year, If I am not mistaken,
the Queen of Luxembourg (where he was
born) herself honored him several years
ago for his outstanding contributions
to mm{ind.

AND now I am told the cause of
science~fiction in Germany is seriously
threatened, and I am profoundly shock-
ed} ©Shall I never grow so old but what
the mis takes made in Ameriea in the be~-
ginning i s being repeated somewhore
else in ‘the world? Is there anything I
can do to help? I fervently hope sol

HERE I sit in my two~story home,
tho home that has been honorcd by vis=
its by Hugo Gernsback, Willy Ley, Lil-
lian Harvey, Ray Bradbury, Fritz Lang,
George Pal, Krafft Ehricke, Arthur C.
Clarke, A. E, van Vogt, Curt Siodmk
and other celebritics, I am surrounds
ed by ten thousand science = fiction
books and five thousand science-~fiction
magazines, Behind glass are 150 first
issues o f scicnco~fiction magazines
from the world !'round~including UTOPIA,
The fingers that type these words have
shoken hands with B, G, Wells and the
star of the mighty German utopian ro-
mance £ilm, Uetromolis™®s Memorics of a
thousand people convened at the World
Scicnce Fiction Convention in Chicago
in 1952, and tho thousands of scicnce~
* Brigitte Helm,
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fiction stories I have ready and the
articles I have been invited to write,
end the lectures 1 have been solicited
o give, All this~-and in it possibdle
th»t comewhere in the weeld tcday the
ritat ¢ © scilence~fiction to exist is
being chnllenced?

I GURIALTY?

Ure LIEVABLEL

Wiil?2

WHiili ccience~fiction was new in
America it was not vell understood by
manys. Educators were suswnicious of it
(while other educators and scientists
were writing it under pseudonymst) I
can still remember the time vhen school
teachers would not permit me to write
book reviews about sclence~fiction nov~
els, It as my signel triwmph, as an
adult, to return to the high school of
my youth, to be introduced by the prin-
cinmal as a guest of honor and to speak
¥o0 the students of a new gnereation a~
bout the merits o f science~ fictionl
Droudly I returned to ry university to
address the science~fiction glub now
established on the campus¢ Here in Los
Angeles, third largest city in the Uni—
ted States, the main Public Library,
besieged by its readers for new science
fiction books, telephones to ask my re—
commendation of what titles to adds I
am intervieved on radio and tekevision
about science~fiction,

AND yet~~there is a voice in Ger—
many that says science~fiction is not
good, or is not wood for Germans? That
science-{iction should "go, instead of
going ont I am alarmed, I am concern—
eds.. I vdish I could express my thoughts
directly in German rather than having
them translated, or that my hearers or
readers mizht understand Esperanto, as
I do, so’'that I could more freely com=
mnigate,

I HAVE set everything aside to do
this job, Leaving off my work, it will
probably cost me $100, But it will be
worth a hundred or a'thousand or a hun-
dred thoudand times that to me if I can

"save-the day', as we say, (I hope that

is translatable), in Germon, . I fecl I
owe it to Germany to try, because:

I Al indebted to Germany, I am in=-
debted t o the German science~fiction
storytellers who opened my eyes to the
wvonders of the universc,to the value of
humen understending, to the treasurcs
of pedce and cooperation and prNgress,

4

Thank ycru', Otto Willi Gail, Offrid von
H-nstein, Friedrich Freska, Thea von
Harbou, Hans Dominikx, and all the rest
of youl Iy eternal gratitude, men liie
Fritz Tang end Curt Siodmak, “fox fi7ae
1iwe MTi0PCLIS and FRAU I HMOWD ar. ¥,
Pol AWGONTEH! NICHT,

HAX" no mistake about ity there &g
great Arzrican writers too, LS 1A
great piiilosophies, and English authoss
of note, bombarding t h e human brain
with thoughts and ideals, ways and
means of achieving the utopian eivili-
zation for which all sane men yearn, If
sometimes they dip their pens in acid

and blood and vpaint pain-pictures of -

ghastly atomic horror,it is to crystal-
ize for their perhaps lcss imaginative
brethren the disastrous results of un~-
holy ambition, twisted reasoning, mis~
applicd science, FPor every bomb that
drops in scicnce~fiction, on explosion
takes place in the mind of the reader
that blows away misconception, For
every tower of lies that is toppled, a
skyscraper of truth is erectods DBetter
bitten by o sn2ke on paper than in
realityy And if we are shovm the snake
on poper, we learfi to reccognize and a~
void it in realitye’ :

I Al not naive, I maoke no claim
that science—~fiction is the panacea for
2ll the ills of huwmnityl I d4 not
wildly claim that every scicnce~fiction
story is & mostcrpicce Of imagination,
moxality and inspiration, Some, I ro-
aret to say, arc very poor indeed,. Yes,
thomr are some bad--~some’ mighty badl~~——
science~fiction stories, Did you think
I vvould not admit it? But rarely '"bad"
in the morallisti¢ o r  philosovhical
sense of the worde, I o m tnelined to
think, "o n d thinking people to agroe
with mey, that even a poor science~fic-
tion story is wnreferable te'a good wes-—
tern, mystery or romence, It gives one
moro-+to think about,

FINALLY, let me tell you onc litt~
le story, and then I will let you g0,
Ten years ago, we (meaning the United
Stotes) were at'war with Japon, I my~
s¢lf served in t h o A4rmy thireo ond 2
half ycars, In Jopnn, after the Armis-—
tice, a young Japoneso bby who had lik-—
¢d the var no more thon I, camc home to
find he hnd ho homcs it hod beon total~
1y destroyoed, Night after night he
slept on the oven earth, undernecth the
stors, For the first time in his life

.
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every tower of lies that is toppled, a
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bitten by o snake on paper than in
realityy And if we are sham the snake
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I Al not naive, I make no claim
that science~fiction is the panacca for
all the ills of humnity!l I d0 not
wildly claim that every scicnce~fiction
story is o masterpicce 0of imagination,
morality and inspiration, Some, I re=-
gret to say, arc very poor indeed,.Yes,
themw are some bad-=some’ mighty bad}ee—
science~fiction storiecs, Did you think
I vvould not admit it? But rarely "bad"
in the morallistic o r  philosophical
sense of the words I o m #nclined to
think, ‘'a n d thinking people to agree
with mey that even o poor science~fic-
tion story is preferable to'a good wes—
tern, mystery or romance, Lt gives ono
more-to think about,

FINALLY, let me tcll you onc litt~
l¢ story, and then I will let you 5o,
Ten ycars ago, we (meaning the United
Statcs) were at'war with Japan, I my-
sclf scrved in t h o Army threo and 2
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slept on the open earth, undernecth the
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he realized there were other planets in
our solar systom, began to speculate:
could there b e 1life upon them? For
this young Japanese, a t that time; a
trip to California, in the distant Uni-
ted States, was a remote and unghinks
able as a trip t o the farthest star,
And yebt--—~through science~fiction=--~it
cam€ to pass one day, Lot in imegina-
tion but ia reality, that Tetsu Yano of
Kobe, Japan, after 29 days at sea, st-
eped off a steamer at Los Angeles'hor—
bor and was greeted by my wife and my~
selfy, wvho took him into our home as a
menbef of our fomily for the next five
monthse Our sole common interest: sci-
ence~{iction, Tetsu Yano's enforced
interest in t h e stars had led to an
astronomical curiousity about the world
about us, and from scientific textbooks
to imaginative fiction, {And sometimes
it is the other way around: <from image
inative science~fiction to instructive
textbooks,) One burning desire sustaine
ed him through almost insurmountable
difficultiess to ge t to America and
learn all he could about science~fic-
tion, Then return to his own country
and introduce science~fiction to his
own people, This he s successfully

dones, Thére h & s been no necessity,
thank Godl, for me to have to address
the Japdnese a s I am addressing you
Germans,

IRONICALLY, this i s composed on
April first, a day also known to you in
Europe, I believe——if, indeed, it may
not have originated there{— a s a day
traditionally devoted to jokes and de=
ceptions, But I have seldom thought or
written as seriously as 1 do todaye. it
did vhen 1 learned my brother had been
killed, a n d when at last in 1951 in
Luxembourg I stood b y his graves and
when my beloved grandparents, with whom
I had been raised and who, indeed, en—
couraged me in the reading of science-
fiction, died, I will not go so far as
to say Science Fiction Uber Alles, but
I do sincerecly believe that there shoull
be scimce~fiction fur Alles, 1t is
too bad, but not too late, that it is
coming so late to Germany in o regular,
recognized formy I do not doubt for an
instant that it is crude and unformed
as yet, but you have countrymen capable
of quickly remedying that, and certain-
ly I stand willing to assist in any way
possible,

I TITLED this "Science Fietion:
llessenger Of Light", and I truthfully
berieve it is just thate, To the cun-
cerned parties; I trust I have shsu a
rey Of light in an hour of darik docls
sions Don’t twim your back on scicinge
fiction, don't kill the opportuniiy ‘o
a literatvre that has proven i%s valus
clsewhere in the world to live &id wrow
and demounstrato its worth to you,
meny kas given much to science~fiction~
~God gront you will now have the vie~
sion to zpt from science~fiction the
wisdom, strength and courageous, const-
ructive imagination that are the basie
ingredients of this'"escape' literature,
Yes, in dreams fodey that will be built
into rcalities tomorrow, with Bcience
Fiction lighting the pitfalls to be a=~
voided and beckoning its readers on to
glowing goals and greater glories; a
beacony,Ever burning brdnghtlyl
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GERILAN SF iAGS PACE BANMITING
(concluded froimn page 1, colunm’z)
els and use some Ancrican artists, Up
to now it has used mostly stories and
novels from the British s-f magezines

and British paper backed novels,
Mr, Ackermonts article is reprint=
¢d on page 3 of this issSue,

(oo

JORLD NEVSTAX
(concluded from page 2, colum 2)

Hainly pseudonyms like Rand l¢ Page and
Bert Cimeron (Herbert J, Campboll?),
with an occasional recognizable name
like ACClarke, HKBulmer and HeJe(Bort )
Campbell, Ninety—cight pages, s ame
size as the smaller Utopia, twice the
price of the latter (ono mark), full
color covers (oftcn based on the Brite
ish covers), no inturiors,

If allovcd to continue, they are
about to present Amcrican drawn covers
by Panl Blaisdelly, R ¢ d Duke, Alfred
Nuctzel and Ron Cobb, fiction by Andre
Norton, van Vogt, Kris Neville, Don
Wollheim, Curt Siodmak and others,

kditors Walter Ernsting, a long
time fany Unofficial helper: 20~yecar—
0ld enthusuast Walter Sziegl, consider=
ed Germn Fan 41,
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he realized there were other planets in
our solar system, began to speculate:
could there b e 1life upon them? For
this young Japanese, a t that time; a
trip to California, in the distant Uni-
ted Ctates, was a remote and unphirke
able as & trip t o the farthest star,
And yet—-~through science~fiction——it
came to pass one dzy, Lot in imagina-
tion but in reality, that Tetsu Yano of
Kobe, Japan, after 29 days at sea, st—
eroed off a steamer at Los Angeles'har-
bor and was greeted by my wife and my~
selfy who took him into our home as a
membef of our family for the next five
monthse Our sole comon interest: sci=-
ence~{iction, Tetsu Yano's enforced
interest in t h e stars had led to an
astronomical curiousity about the worlds
about us, and from scientific textbooks
to imaginative fiction, (And sometimes
it is the other way around: from image
inative science~fiction to instructive
textbookse ) One burning desire sustaine
ed him through almost insurmountable
difficulties: to ge t to Amecrica and
learn all he could about science-~fic-—
tion, Then return to his own country
and introduce science-fiction to his
ownl people, This he has successfully

dones There h a s been no necessity,
thank Godl, for me to have to address
the Japénese a s I am addressing you
Germans,

IRONICALLY, this 1 s composed on
April first, a day also kmown to you in
Europe, I believe-—if, indeed, it may
not have originated theref{—— a s a day
traditionally devoted to jokes and de=-
ceptions, But I have seldom thought or
written as seriously as I do todays, I
did vhen I learned my brother had been
killed, 2 n d when at last in 1951 in
Luxembourg I stood b y his gravej and
when ry beloved grandparents, with whom
I had veen raised and vho, indeed, en-
couraged me in the reading of science-
fiction, dieds I will not go so far as
to soy Science Fiction Uber Alles, but
I do sincerecly believe that there shoul
be scimee=fiction fur Alles, It is
too bad, but not too late, that it is
coming so late to Germany in 2 regular,
recognized formey I do not doubt for an
instant that it is crude and unformed
as yety, but you have countrymen capable
of quickly remedying that, and cecrtain-
ly I stand willing ta assist in any way
possible,

I PITLED this "Science Fiction:
Hessonger 0f Light', and’ I truthfully
pericve it is just that, To the cun-
cerned parties; I trust I have shau a
rey Of light in an hour of dari daaie
sion, Dor’{ turn your back on siicinCs
fiction, don't kill the opportuniiy ‘ur
a literatvre that has proven i%: value
elsewhere in the world to live cud 0w
and deuounstrate its worth to yov, Gure=
meny kas given much to science~fiction~
~CGod gront you will now have the vie
sion to zet from science-fiction the
wisdam, strength and courageous, conste
ructive imasination that are the bvasic
indredients of this"escape'" literatures
Yes, in dreams fodzay that will be built
into rcalities tomorrow, with 8cience
Fiction lighting the pitfalls to be a~
voided and beckoning its readers on to
glowing goals and greater glories; a

beaconyEver burning brmghtgié
mﬂﬁw&:ﬂ

GERILAN SF MAGS TFACE BAMITING
(concluded from page 1, colwrm_:?.)

els and use some Ancrican artistse Up
to now it has used mostly stories and
novels from the British s~f maggzines
and British papcr backed novels,

Mr, Ackermon's article is reprinte
¢d on page 3 of this issue,

WORLD NETSFAX
(concluded fram pag¢ 2, colum 2)
llainly pseudonyms liite Rand l¢ Page and
3ert Cimeron (Herbert J. Campbell?),
with an occasional recognizable mname
like ACClarke, HKBulmcr and HeJ.(Bort )

Campbell, Ninety-cight pages, s a m e
size as the smaller Utopia, twice the

price of the latter (one mark), full
color covers {oftcn bascd on the Brit-
ish covers), no inturiors,

If allovecd to continue, they are
about to present American drawn covers
by Panl Blaisdell, R o d Dukc, 41fred
Nuotzel and Ron Cobb, fiction by Andre
Norton, van Vogt, Kris Neville, Don
Wollheim, Curt Siodmak and others,

Laitors: Walter Ermsting, a  long
time fang Unofficial helper: 20~year—
0ld enthusuast Walter Sziegl, conslider-
gd German Pan 71,
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Two of the titles under attack,WAR
BETVEIEN THE WORLIE presented 1 n two
parts in issues 12 & 13, i s actuslly
vhe British juvenovel MARINERS OF SPACE
wy Erro®! Cc.ilins, publisted in England
ir 1944, Wea’ayne, who ks read a part
of the Uumms» tramslationg says the st-
o vy striios “wr as very much 1like an
Edgar Rice Farroughs adventure,

FATITASY FORECASTS

Conming Up Next In The Pros .

TIE MAGAZINE OF FANTASY AWD SCIENCE
FICTION

July 1955, Volume 9, Iumber 1

"Father" (short novel) by Thilip Jose
Farmer,"A Tale Of The Thirteenth Floor"
by Ogden Nash, "Gemini" by G. B. Stern,
"The Wind's Will" by Thomas A, Meechan
"Walking Aunt Daid" by Zemna Henderson,
"Recommended Reading" (a department) by
Anthony Boucher, "Psychotomy'" by Kurd
Lasswitz translated by Willy Ley, "The
All~Purpose Ghost Story" by Charles W,
Hortony "?" by Arthw C, Clatke, and
"The Sealman" by John Mesefield,
The August issue of Science Fiction -
Quarterly will sport a new logo,
this time something really different,
This issue should b e on the stonds~
sometime in mid~lay, Still pulp-size,
and still 25¢,

Robert W, Lowndes reports that a letter
devartment will b e started with thé
July issue of Science Fiction Stories,
Bob wants interesting letters o n his
magazines or sclence~fiction in general
and will priant &s many ‘as he deems to
be the most interesting, Actually the
numbcer of mages donated to this depart-
ment will be judged by the number of
interesting letters he zets in,

Sam Herwin has a fantasy story in the
September issue of  Lovmdes! Speihing
Detective, M"A Sense For Crime"s while
Lamdes' Ten Story Sports, July issue,
has| a science-fiction baseball story,
"In'Relief From Yesterday" by Il Col-~
ton, Vell-known fan, Bob iladle runs a
regular Sport devartment in this maga~

zine and in the 1955 issue of Super
Sports,

— - e == e — = -

FANTASY~TIMES
"Thg World Of Tomorrow Roclavi"
Incorporating Science Fi~' n
Neirsscope and Faptasy~C .+ =

Published twice-a~month by FANI . TUIBE |

—— —

U,S, BATES:' 10¢ a copy, 12 isomus S

$2 a yoar, Advertisements: - 2 fi.t’

page and $3°a half page. From — FANLCIH

HOUSE, P, O, Box #2331, "Paterson 23,
Nexvr Jorscye

BRITISH RATES: 9d per copy, 15s0d per
year from MILCROSS BOCK SERVICE, 68
Victoria Street, LIVERPOOL 1, ENGLAND,
AUSTRALIAN RATES : Onc Shilling per cony
10 Shillings for 12 issues, & Onoe Pound
for 24 issues, from ROGER DARD, R2 Ar~
lington Ave,, PERTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA,

Jomes V, Tourasi, Sr, & Ray Vah Houten,
Editors and Publishers,

— - -

A FANDOM HOUSE PUBLICATION}

{(We have been informed, @as this issue
goes to press, that the Ackerman's ar=-
ticle on the German scicence~fic tion mag~
azines, "Science Fiction: Messenger Of
Light" may be printed in some "of Ger-
mony's leading slick mogpzines, ~eds)

AUSTRALIAN RIADERS ATTENTION: Please

note that our Australian Representative

has recently moved, In the future all

subscriptions for Fantasy~Timcs in the

Australian area should b e miled to

ROGER DARD, 22 Arlinston Ave., FERTH,
WISTERN AUSTRALIA,

IILCROSS can supply you with any currernt
British scicnce~{iction magozines O X
books, and also with some back  issucs
of British magnzines or books, at Brite-
ish prices, IMILCROSS keeps Fentasy =
Times! Tiles up~to=~date with che 12T
est from Great Britian. Wwite for their
latest catalog, MILCROSS BOOK SERVICE,
68 Victoria St,, LIVERPOOL 1, ENGLAND,,

WANTED “or the Fantasy~Times! files:#10
issue of Scoops and the AMAZING ANNUATL,
FANDGH HOUSE, P. 0. Box #:331, P terson
23, New Jirsey, :lIast be in good untorn
condi tioha

= AT ———c
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THE DELUGE, by "Leonardo de Vinei',"ed~
ited" by Robert Payne,Lion Books, 1955,
124PPey R5¢,

Completists may want this litercyy ab=
ortion on their science~fiction shelv-—
es, 4s a grisly specimen of genre cur—~
iouss Somebody named Robert Payne c¢l-
aims %Yo have found '"notes for a short
novel" among thé posthumous papers of
Leonardo da Vineci, These mnotes have
apnparently never before been published
or comnented on in print, but Payne ap~-
pears to have found fourteen 1lines of
them imaginatively adequate £ o r his
purnose -~~~ which seems to have been the
hitching of his literary wagon t o a
preswmbly profitable star, After all,
the name of da Vinei on a book should
sell more copies than that of Robert
Payne, and the whole thing should make
a clever gimmick to catch a publisher's
oY S It certainly is unlikely Payne
gould have made i t on his own -~ his
novel (entirely his own work, of cour-
se) is about the dullest and most inane
dash of pure balder t0 shame the pock-
etbook racks in months, DNever have 124
pages secmed to comprise sd onerous and
unending a task of reading, The cover,
appronriately, is unspeakable, Buy it

for laughs, 3 f you bother with it at
2ll, ~Bill Blackbeard

THE MAD READER, by Harvey Kurtzman,Jack
Davis, Bill Elderyand Wallace Yood, In~
troduction by Roger Price, Ballantine
Books, 1954, 4pp of text, 182vp of cmx—
toons, I5¢,

Host readers of Fagntasy~Iimes arc prob-
ably familer by now with the sompanions
me.gozines, MAD and Panie, and hove re~
acted to thém in accordance with their
temperaments, The mgzgazines seem -
ither to alienate or mle ardent devo~-
tees of those who encounter them, The
twn periodinals are printed on the same

t

paper stock and trimmed to t h e same
size as the comic mgpzines among which
they are to br found on the newsstands,
but & ny futher resemblance betueen-
them and other "comics" is as remote as
the editor and stalf of cidrtoonists who
produce them can contrive, Insofar as
their unique content can be classified,
it seems to be satire &s contrived as
to serve os & vehicle for unadulterated
sadism and the debosement of contempors
art stondards of decency and propricty,
Comic strips o n d populor movies are
frequently torgets for this "satirely
and its point seems to be that if the
creators of these works really let
their pants dovm ond follow the impli-
cctions of their works to & conseivoble
modir, they would resemble the presen-
tation in UAD ond Zgpic, What is actu=
ally done, however, is to enlarge gro-
tesquely wupom the elements of scdism,
violence, and -~ with resecrvations =
sex to be discerncd in t h e mterial
sotirized, Trequently other elements
obviously called for parody ore seizeds
upon ond exnggerated, b u t the three
nomed are the staples in these "soatiri-~
cal" excursions,

The result seems t o have proven
imsensely popular, particuloarly among
adolescents, whose gener2l outlook re-
feects mmueh of the social onfrchy emp—
hasized ond “eulogized by inference in
UAD =nd Bonig, Young fons ot scicnces
fiction conventions are especially apt
to present themselves 2s egtr exponents
of the mogrzines, cnd mony of their el
ders in fondom read ond exult over the
two periodicals with almost as nuch ene-
thusiasms The same individucls, almost
to o man (there don't seem to bec muny
girls among them), ore equally enthusi-
astic over Al Copp's "L8il Abner", in
which comie strip the "Fearless Fos~
dick" toke~off on "Dick Trocy" oantici=~
paoted mach o f the sotirical approach
prescntly to be found in MAD and I2nig,
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These  fundamental  observations
scarcely present thé two magazines in a
rrepossessing light, However, anyone
al’e to stcmach some of the more taste-
loss aspoects o £  the material in thaa
mast adimit that there is-a great deal
of very funny reading — or looking ~=-
to be encountered in their pages. The
sxill of the three leading cartoonists
on the magazines? stdff as artists and
furiymen carnot be overlooked, and soes
rinter dorvsy Kurtzmen has fresguent in~
spirations that apvroach gemine comedyp
The coptents of the magazines, in exy
event, certainly represents a minor but
skriking phenomenon in our contemporary
culture, and a s such it deserves the
recognition recently given it by Bol-
lentine Books,

This enterprising and adventurous
publishing house has collected thirteen
(ofcourse}) of the best itewms from iad
and published them in pocketbook format
as The liad Readers The selections rep=—
resent about the cream of the material
in the one magazine so far, and should
afford a n evening as hilarious as it
may be distasteful to the curious pur-
chaser, The balance of reaction may lie
in hilarity, for the more tasteless of
the Madg satires have been passed over
for this collection,

If you aren't familiar with lad or
Panic, this collection should tell you
all you vant to know about the maspzine
ese If y ou are, it is, possiblp, a
"must" for your permanent shelves,

=Bill Bleckbeard

— T T

THE RODY SHATCHERS by Jack Finney, Dell
Tirst Llitioms, 1955, 191ppey 25¢e
This "Pirst Haition" science ~ fiction
revnl fivst appeared i n Collier's in
"Gl 24 certainly must take part of
the blome in that magazinet's continuing
econenis difficulties, Collier's edi~
tors mno lonzer scem to havs the expert
touch in selecting fictioh thet churao-
terized the work of their predecessors
in the days of the Fu Manchu stories,
iad it is not thot the fiction or the
wvriters who can crcate it are no longer
available—— it is simply that Collier's
elitors ~— like those o f maany otner
failing popular magazines -~ have come
to accept en toto the old and largely
invalicd contentions of literary critics
and editors of writer's magazines _tha.t
popular fiction is formula fiction,and
thet a story with certain fundamental
ingredients whipped into a passably
readable froth 'will be a success with
the mass public, 'Tain't s o, but it
secms unlikely that a lot of editors
will find that out before it ' s too
1otee

The Body Snatchers? A largely un~
readzble hodgo~podge of poor writing,
poor characterization, and poor imagin~
ation that is nothing more than vhat it
is ~— a hefty chunk o £ contemporary
Colliegr's fietion carved out of a magl-
zine and served up in the Zuise of a
'mev/" scicnce~fiction novel, It is
hard to say how much o f the fault is
the suthor!s—- his earlier Five Asoinst
The House was & rather worthwvhile nuvel

WAITED: Toy train catalogs before 1946
Tourasia, 137-=03 32 Av, Flushing 54, NeY,

(though not scicnce-tfiction), Don't
bother with this onge ~Bill Blackbonrd,
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